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FIFTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

§ 165.501 Chesapeake Bay entrance
and Hampton Roads, Va. and adja-
cent waters—regulated navigation
area.

(a) Regulated Navigation Area. The wa-
ters enclosed by the shoreline and the
following lines are a Regulated Naviga-
tion Area:

(1) A line drawn across the entrance
to Chesapeake Bay between Wise Point
and Cape Charles Light, and then con-
tinuing to Cape Henry Light.

(2) A line drawn across the Chesa-
peake Bay between Old Point Comfort
Light and Cape Charles City Range
‘‘A’’ Rear Light.

(3) A line drawn across the James
River along the eastern side of the U.S.
Route 17 highway bridge, between New-
port News and Isle of Wight County,
Virginia.

(4) A line drawn across Chuckatuck
Creek along the northern side of the
north span of the U.S. Route 17 high-
way bridge, between Isle of Wight
County and Suffolk, Virginia.

(5) A line drawn across the
Nansemond River along the northern
side of the Mills Godwin (U.S. Route 17)
Bridge, Suffolk, Virginia.

(6) A line drawn across the mouth of
Bennetts Creek, Suffolk, Virginia.

(7) A line drawn across the Western
Branch of the Elizabeth River along
the eastern side of the West Norfolk
Bridge, Portsmouth, Virginia.

(8) A line drawn across the Southern
Branch of the Elizabeth River along
the northern side of the I–64 highway
bridge, Chesapeake, Virginia.

(9) A line drawn across the Eastern
Branch of the Elizabeth River along
the western side of the west span of the
Campostella Bridge, Norfolk, Virginia.

(10) A line drawn across the Lafay-
ette River along the western side of the
Hampton Boulevard Bridge, Norfolk,
Virginia.

(11) A line drawn across Little Creek
along the eastern side of the Ocean
View Avenue (U.S. Route 60) Bridge,
Norfolk, Virginia.

(12) A line drawn across Lynnhaven
Inlet along the northern side of the
Shore Drive (U.S. Route 60) Bridge,
Virginia Beach, Virginia.

(b) Definitions. In this section:

(1) CBBT means the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge Tunnel.

(2) Thimble Shoal Channel consists of
the waters bounded by a line con-
necting Thimble Shoal Channel Light-
ed Bell Buoy 1TS, thence to Lighted
Gong Buoy 17, thence to Lighted Buoy
19, thence to Lighted Buoy 21, thence
to Lighted Buoy 22, thence to Lighted
Buoy 18, thence to Lighted Buoy 2,
thence to the beginning.

(3) Thimble Shoal North Auxiliary
Channel consists of the waters in a rec-
tangular area 450 feet wide adjacent to
the north side of Thimble Shoal Chan-
nel, the southern boundary of which
extends from Thimble Shoal Channel
Lighted Buoy 2 to Lighted Buoy 18.

(4) Thimble Shoal South Auxiliary
Channel consists of the waters in a rec-
tangular area 450 feet wide adjacent to
the south side of Thimble Shoal Chan-
nel, the northern boundary of which
extends from Thimble Shoal Channel
Lighted Bell Buoy 1TS, thence to
Lighted Gong Buoy 17 thence to Light-
ed Buoy 19, thence to Lighted Buoy 21.

(c) Applicability. This section applies
to all vessels operating within the Reg-
ulated Navigation Area, including
naval and public vessels, except vessels
that are engaged in the following oper-
ations:

(1) Law Enforcement.
(2) Servicing aids to navigation.
(3) Surveying, maintenance, or im-

provement of waters in the Regulated
Navigation Area.

(d) Regulations—(1) Anchoring restric-
tions. (i) No vessel over 65 feet long
may anchor or moor in this Regulated
Navigation Area outside an anchorage
designated in § 110.168 of this title, un-
less:

(A) The vessel has the permission of
the Captain of the Port.

(B) The vessel is carrying explosives
for use on river or harbor works or on
other work under a permit issued by
the District Engineer, Corps of Engi-
neers, and the vessel is anchored in or
near the vicinity of the work site. The
District Engineer shall prescribe the
quantities of explosives allowed on the
vessel and the conditions under which
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the vessel may store or handle explo-
sives. The vessel may not anchor un-
less a copy of the permit and instruc-
tions relating to the carriage and han-
dling of explosives from the Corps of
Engineers to the vessel or contractor
are provided to the Captain of the Port
before the vessel anchors.

(ii) A vessel may anchor in a channel
with the permission of the Captain of
the Port, if the vessel is authorized by
the District Engineer to engage in the
recovery of sunken property, to lay or
repair a legally established pipeline or
cable, or to engage in dredging oper-
ations.

(iii) A vessel engaged in river and
harbor improvement work under the
supervision of the District Engineer
may anchor in a channel, if the Dis-
trict Engineer notifies the Captain of
the Port in advance of the start of the
work.

(iv) Except as provided in paragraphs
(d)(1)(ii) and (iii) of this section, a ves-
sel may not anchor in a channel unless
it is unable to proceed without endan-
gering the safety of persons, property,
or the environment.

(v) A vessel that is anchored in a
channel because it is unable to proceed
without endangering the safety of per-
sons, property, or the environment,
shall:

(A) Not anchor, if possible, within a
cable or pipeline area.

(B) Not obstruct or endanger the pas-
sage of any vessel.

(C) Anchor near the edge of the chan-
nel, if possible.

(D) Not interfere with the free navi-
gation of any channel.

(E) Not obstruct the approach to any
pier.

(F) Not obstruct aids to navigation
or interfere with range lights.

(G) Move to a designated anchorage
or get underway as soon as possible or
when directed by the Captain of the
Port.

(vi) A vessel may not anchor within
the confines of Little Creek Harbor,
Desert Cove, or Little Creek Cove with-
out the permission of the Captain of
the Port. The Captain of the Port shall
consult with the Commander, Naval
Amphibious Base Little Creek, before
granting permission to anchor within
this area.

(2) Secondary Towing Rig Require-
ments. (i) A vessel over 100 gross tons
may not be towed in this Regulated
Navigation Area unless it is equipped
with a secondary towing rig, in addi-
tion to its primary towing rig, that:

(A) Is of sufficient strength for tow-
ing the vessel.

(B) Has a connecting device that can
receive a shackle pin of at least two
inches in diameter.

(C) Is fitted with a recovery pickup
line led outboard of the vessel’s hull.

(ii) A tow consisting of two or more
vessels, each of which is less than 100
gross tons, that has a total gross ton-
nage that is over 100 gross tons, shall
be equipped with a secondary towing
rig between each vessel in the tow, in
addition to its primary towing rigs,
while the tow is operating within this
Regulated Navigation Area. The sec-
ondary towing rig must:

(A) Be of sufficient strength for tow-
ing the vessels.

(B) Have connecting devices that can
receive a shackle pin of at least two
inches in diameter.

(C) Be fitted with recovery pickup
lines led outboard of the vessels’ hulls.

(3) Anchoring Detail Requirements. A
self-propelled vessel over 100 gross
tons, which is equipped with an anchor
or anchors (other than a tugboat
equipped with bow fenderwork of a
type of construction that prevents an
anchor being rigged for quick release),
that is underway within two nautical
miles of the CBBT or the I–664 Bridge
Tunnel shall station its personnel at
locations on the vessel from which
they can anchor the vessel without
delay in an emergency.

(4) Draft Limitations. A vessel drawing
less than 25 feet may not enter the
Thimble Shoal Channel, unless the ves-
sel is crossing the channel. Channel
crossings shall be made as perpen-
dicular to the channel axis as possible.

(5) Traffic Directions. (i) Except when
crossing the channel, a vessel in the
Thimble Shoal North Auxiliary Chan-
nel shall proceed in a westbound direc-
tion.

(ii) Except when crossing the chan-
nel, a vessel in the Thimble Shoal
South Auxiliary Channel shall proceed
in an eastbound direction.
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(6) Restrictions on Vessels With Im-
paired Maneuverability—(i) Before entry.
A vessel over 100 gross tons, whose
ability to maneuver is impaired by haz-
ardous weather, defective steering
equipment, defective main propulsion
machinery, or other damage, may not
enter the Regulated Navigation Area
without the permission of the Captain
of the Port, unless the vessel is at-
tended by one or more tugboats with
sufficient total power to ensure the
vessel’s safe passage through the Regu-
lated Navigation Area.

(ii) After entry. The master of a vessel
over 100 gross tons, which is underway
in the Regulated Navigation Area,
shall, as soon as possible, do the fol-
lowing, if the vessel’s ability to maneu-
ver becomes impaired for any reason:

(A) Report the impairment to the
Captain of the Port.

(B) Unless the Captain of the Port
waives this requirement, have one or
more tugboats, with sufficient total
power to ensure the vessel’s safe pas-
sage through the Regulated Navigation
Area, attend the vessel.

(7) Requirements for Navigation Charts,
Radars, and Pilots. No vessel over 100
gross tons may enter the Regulated
Navigation Area, unless it has on
board:

(i) Corrected charts of the Regulated
Navigation Area.

(ii) An operative radar during periods
of reduced visibility; or

(iii) A pilot or other person on board
with previous experience navigating
vessels on the waters of the Regulated
Navigation Area.

(8) Emergency Procedures. (i) Except as
provided in paragraphs (d)(8) (ii) and
(iii) of this section, in an emergency
any vessel may deviate from the regu-
lations in this section to the extent
necessary to avoid endangering the
safety of persons, property, or the envi-
ronment.

(ii) A vessel over 100 gross tons with
an emergency that is located within
two nautical miles of the CBBT or I–664
Bridge Tunnel (other than a self-pro-
pelled vessel that is capable of getting
underway in 30 minutes, has sufficient
power to avoid any bridge, tunnel is-
land, or vessel, and whose maneuver-
ability is not impaired by a steering
equipment or main propulsion defect):

(A) Shall notify the Captain of the
Port of its location and the nature of
the emergency, as soon as possible.

(B) May not anchor outside an an-
chorage designated in § 110.168 of this
title, unless the vessel is unable to pro-
ceed to an anchorage without endan-
gering the safety of persons, property,
or the environment.

(C) Shall make arrangements for one
or more vessels to attend the vessel,
with sufficient power to keep the vessel
in position.

(iii) If a vessel over 100 gross tons
must anchor outside an anchorage be-
cause the vessel is unable to proceed
without endangering the safety of per-
sons, property, or the environment, the
vessel shall:

(A) Not anchor, if possible, within a
cable or pipeline area.

(B) Not obstruct or endanger the pas-
sage of any vessel.

(C) Not interfere with the free navi-
gation of any channel.

(D) Not obstruct the approach to any
pier.

(E) Not obstruct aids to navigation
or interfere with range lights.

(F) Move to a designated anchorage
or get underway as soon as possible or
when directed by the Captain of the
Port.

(9) Vessel Speed Limits on Little Creek.
A vessel may not proceed at a speed
over five knots between the Route 60
bridge and the mouth of Fishermans
Cove (Northwest Branch of Little
Creek).

(10) Vessel Speed Limits on the South-
ern Branch of the Elizabeth River. A ves-
sel may not proceed at a speed over six
knots between the junction of the
Southern and Eastern Branches of the
Elizabeth River and the Norfolk and
Portsmouth Belt Line Railroad Bridge
between Chesapeake and Portsmouth,
Virginia.

(11) Restrictions on Vessel Operations
During Aircraft Carrier and Other Large
Naval Vessel Transits of the Elizabeth
River. (i) Except for a vessel that is
moored at a marina, wharf, or pier or
that is anchored, no vessel may, with-
out the permission of the Captain of
the Port, come within or remain within
500 yards from a naval aircraft carrier
or other large naval vessel, which is re-
stricted in its ability to maneuver in
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the confined waters, while the aircraft
carrier or large naval vessel is
transiting the Elizabeth River between
the Norfolk Naval Base, Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, and the Norfolk Naval Shipyard,
Portsmouth, Virginia.

(ii) The permission required by para-
graph (d)(11)(i) of this section may be
obtained from a designated representa-
tive of the Captain of the Port, includ-
ing the duty officer at the Coast Guard
Marine Safety Office, Hampton Roads,
or from the Coast Guard patrol com-
mander.

(iii) The Captain of the Port issues a
Broadcast Notice to Mariners to inform
the marine community of scheduled
vessel movements that are covered by
paragraph (d)(11) of this section.

(iv) Notwithstanding paragraph
(d)(11)(i) of this section, a vessel may
not remain moored at the Elizabeth
River Ferry dock at the foot of High
Street in Portsmouth, Virginia, when
the dock is within a safety zone for a
naval aircraft carrier or other large
naval vessel.

(12) Restrictions on Vessel Operations
During Liquefied Petroleum Gas Carrier
Movements on the Chesapeake Bay and
Elizabeth River. (i) Except for a vessel
that is moored at a marina, wharf, or
pier or that is anchored, and which re-
mains moored or at anchor, no vessel
may, without the permission of the
Captain of the Port, come within or re-
main within 250 feet from the port and
starboard sides and 300 yards from the
bow and stern of a vessel that is car-
rying liquefied petroleum gas in bulk
as cargo, while the gas carrier transits
between Thimble Shoal Lighted Buoy 3
and the Atlantic Energy Terminal on
the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth
River.

(ii) The permission required by para-
graph (d)(12)(i) of this section may be
obtained from a designated representa-
tive of the Captain of the Port, includ-
ing the duty officer at the Coast Guard
Marine Safety Office, Hampton Roads,
or from the Coast Guard patrol com-
mander.

(iii) A vessel that has carried lique-
fied petroleum gas in a tank is car-
rying the liquefied petroleum gas as
cargo for the purposes of paragraph
(d)(12)(i) of this section, unless the
tank has been gas freed since liquefied

petroleum gas was last carried as
cargo.

(iv) The Captain of the Port issues a
Broadcast Notice to Mariners to inform
the marine community of scheduled
vessel movements that are covered by
paragraph (d)(12) of this section.

(v) Notwithstanding paragraph
(d)(12)(i) of this section, a vessel may
not remain moored at the Elizabeth
River Ferry dock at the foot of High
Street in Portsmouth, Virginia, when
the dock is within a safety zone for a
liquefied petroleum gas carrier.

(13) Restrictions on the Use of the
Elizabeth River Ferry Dock at the
Foot of High Street, Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia.

(i) No vessels, other than those being
operated as ferries for the Tidewater
Transportation District Commission,
may embark or disembark passengers
or otherwise moor at the Elizabeth
River Ferry dock at the foot of High
Street, Portsmouth, Virginia.

(ii) Any vessel being operated for the
Tidewater Transportation District
Commission may not moor at the dock
longer than necessary to embark pas-
sengers awaiting transportation or dis-
embark passengers already aboard the
vessel.

(iii) The master or another author-
ized licensed officer must remain in the
pilothouse and be prepared to get the
vessel underway immediately or take
other actions necessary to ensure the
safety of the vessel’s passengers, when-
ever a vessel is moored at the dock.

(e) Waivers. (1) The Captain of the
Port may, upon request, waive any reg-
ulation in this section, if the Captain
of the Port finds that the vessel can be
operated safely.

(2) An application for a waiver must
state the need for the waiver and de-
scribe the proposed vessel operations.

(f) Control of Vessels Within the Regu-
lated Navigation Area. (1) When nec-
essary to prevent damage, destruction,
or loss of any vessel, the I–664 Bridge
Tunnel, or the CBBT, the Captain of
the Port may direct the movement of
vessels or issue orders requiring vessels
to anchor or moor in specific locations.

(2) If needed to further the maritime
or commercial interests of the United
States, the Captain of the Port may
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order a vessel to move from the loca-
tion in which it is anchored to another
location within the Regulated Naviga-
tion Area.

(3) The master of a vessel within the
Regulated Navigation Area shall com-
ply with any orders or directions issued
to the master’s vessel by the Captain of
the Port.

[CGD 05–88–17, 54 FR 608, Jan. 9, 1989; CGD 05–
88–17, 54 FR 7190, Feb. 17, 1989, as amended by
CGD 05–89–01, 54 FR 19169, May 4, 1989]

§ 165.502 Cove Point, Chesapeake Bay,
Maryland—safety zone.

(a) The waters and waterfront facili-
ties located within the following
boundaries constitute a safety zone ef-
fective when an LNG (Liquefield Nat-
ural Gas) carrier is maneuvering in the
vicinity of the Cove Point terminal and
when a moored LNG carrier indicates
its intention to get underway: A line
beginning at a point one-half mile NW
of the end of the north pier of the Co-
lumbia LNG facility at Cove Point,
Maryland, located at 38°24′ 43″N lati-
tude, 76°23′ 32″W longitude; thence 056°T
to a point 2800 yards offshore at 38°24′
59″N latitude, 76°23′ 01″W longitude;
thence 146°T to a point located 2300
yards offshore at 38°23′ 52″N latitude,
76°22′ 03″W longitude; thence 236°T to a
point one-half mile SE of the end of the
south pier of the Columbia LNG facil-
ity at Cove Point, Maryland, located
38°23′ 39″N latitude, 76°22′ 35″W lon-
gitude; thence northwesterly to the
point of origin and the area within 50
yards on the shore side of the Columbia
LNG Corporation offshore terminal.

(b) The waters and waterfront facili-
ties located within the following
boundary constitute a safety zone
when an LNG carrier is moored at the
Columbia LNG offshore terminal; an
area extending 50 yards shoreward of
the offshore terminal and 200 yards off-
shore of all parts of the offshore ter-
minal and the LNG carrier.

(c) The waters and waterfront facili-
ties located within the following
boundary constitute a safety zone
when no LNG carrier is moored at the
receiving terminal: the area within 50
yards of the Columbia LNG offshore
terminal, at Cove Point, Maryland.

§ 165.504 Newport News Shipbuilding
and Dry Dock Company Shipyard,
James River, Newport News, Va.

(a) Location. The following is a secu-
rity zone: The waters of the James
River encompassed by a line beginning
at the intersection of the shoreline
with the northernmost property line of
the Newport News Shipbuilding and
Dry Dock Co. at latitude 37°00′38.1″N,
longitude 76°27′05.7″W, thence southerly
to latitude 36°59′58.4″N, longitude
76°27′16.7″W, thence southeasterly to
latitude 36°59′23.0″N, longitude
76°26′54.6″W, thence westerly to latitude
36°59′21.5″N, longitude 76°26′58.4″W,
thence southeasterly to latitude
36°59′12.9″N, longitude 76°26′52.4″W,
thence easterly to latitude 36°59′14.2″N,
longitude 76°26′49.1″W, thence south-
easterly to latitude 36°58′37.8″N, lon-
gitude 76°26′26.3″W, thence easterly to
latitude 36°58′43.5″N, longitude
76°26′13.7″W, thence northerly to the
intersection of the shoreline with the
southernmost property line of the New-
port News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Co. at latitude 36°58′48.0″N, longitude
76°26′11.2″W, thence northwesterly
along the shoreline to the point of be-
ginning.

(b) Security zone anchorage. The fol-
lowing is a security zone anchorage:
The waters of the James River encom-
passed by a line beginning at the inter-
section of the shoreline with the north-
ernmost property line of the Newport
News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Com-
pany shipyard at latitude 37°00′38.1″N,
longitude 76°27′05.7″W, thence southerly
to latitude 36°59′58.4″N, longitude
76°27′16.7″W, thence easterly to the
shoreline at latitude 36°59′58.5″N, lon-
gitude 76°27′11.6″W, thence along the
shoreline to the point of beginning.

(c) Special Regulations. (1) Section
165.33 (a), (e), and (f) do not apply to
the following vessels or individuals on
board those vessels:

(i) Public vessels of the United
States.

(ii) Public vessels owned or operated
by the Commonwealth of Virginia or
its subdivisions for law enforcement or
firefighting purposes.

(iii) Vessels owned by, operated by,
or under charter to Newport News
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co.
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